
St Thomas’ C of E Academy History Key Vocabulary 

 

Year Group Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Reception How are teddies different now? 

How are emergency vehicles and 
uniforms different now? 
What are toys from the past 
like? 

What are houses and homes like 
in the past? 
What are household objects like 
in the past? 
Lives of our Grandparents 

What was transport like in the 
past? 
What are holidays like in the 
past? 

 
Past, present, old, new, now, then, same, 
different, before, after 
 
Teddy, stuffing, threadbare, fire service, 
fire engine, hose, squirter, bucket, fire 
hook, fire alarm, smoke alarm, hospital, 
medicine, injection, nurse, doctor 

Past, present, old, new, now, then, same, 
different, before, after 
 
House, home, wooden, brick, rich, poor, 
terraced, semi-detached, detached, 
bungalow, flat, garage, garden, backyard, 
range, oven, shower, bath, tin bath, steam 
iron, flat iron, candles, gaslights, lamps, 
lights, chamber pot, toilet, washboard, dolly 
peg, washing machine 

Past, present, old, new, now, then, same, 
different, before, after 
 
Transport, boats, trains, cars, bicycles, 
penny farthing, ships, aeroplanes, seaside, 
Punch and Judy, penny lick, ice cream, 
bathing machine, digital camera, bellows 
camera, donkey ride, swimming costume, 
bathing gown 

Year One History of the High Street Caring People Explorers- Scott & Shackleton 
Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, decades, 
source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
High street, shops, street furniture, vehicle, 
shop front, shopping, self-service, counter 
service, products, packaging, payment, 
cash, card, contactless, cash register 

 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, timeline, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
Significance, fame, famous, Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole, Crimea, 
Crimean War, Scutari, Turkey, nurse, 
nursing, hospital, Victorians, Victorian 
era, patients, illness, disease, injury, 
soldiers, medicine 

 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, timeline, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
Significance, explorers, journeys, travel, 
Neil Armstrong, Amelia Earheart, 
Christopher Columbus, Mary Kingsley, 
Robert Falcon Scott, Ernest Shackleton, 
Antarctic, South Pole, landscape, Terra 
Nova, Discovery, Endurance, Elephant 
Island, Norway, Roald Amundsen, Nimrod 

 

Year Two The Great Fire of London The Cadbury Family The Victorians 
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Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, decades, 
source, eyewitness, account, source. 
 
Great Fire, Stuart London, Thomas 
Farrinor, Samuel Pepys, King Charles 11, 
Sir Thomas Bloodworth, Sir Christopher 
Wren, Pudding Lane, bakery, homes, 
wood, thatch, River Thames, diary, 
buckets, water squirts, fire hooks, flames 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, decades, 
source, eyewitness, account, source, 
chronological order 
 
Family, mum, dad, brother, sister, 
parents, siblings, grandparents, nan, 
grandad, aunt, uncle, cousins, family 
tree, memory, event, fact-file, George 
Cadbury, Bournville, Birmingham, 
factory, factory worker, village, Mayans, 

Aztecs, Europe, Europeans, cacoa, Hernán 
Cortés, medicine, warriors, battle, religious 
ritual, South America 

 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, decades, 
source, eyewitness, account, source, 
chronological order 
 
Victorian, monarchy, Queen Victoria, 
Prince Albert, names of Queen Victoria’s 
children, school lessons, arithmetic, 
punishment, consequences, slate and chalk, 
rich, poor, work, workhouse, school, ragged 
school, tutors, Dame school, Sunday school, 
National school, hoop and stick, zoetrope, 
peg doll, spinning top, cup and ball, 
holiday, bathing machine, Punch and 
Judy show, penny lick, chimney sweep, 
factory worker, maid, street seller, jobs 
related to mining-trappers, drawers 

Year Three The History of Wolverhampton Stone Age The Romans 
Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, decades, 
source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Wolverhampton, Lady Wulfruna, 
Molineux, Grand Theatre, Queen Square, 
Wightwick Manor, Mander Centre, The 
Mount, St Peter’s Church, West Park, 
Anglo-Saxon, fire, Barn Street, Lindy 
Lou’s, fire engine, fire buckets, industry, 
agriculture, market town, drainage, 
sewerage, street gas-light, Victorians, 
Queen Victoria, Prince Albert, statue, 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Old, new, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, 
Prehistoric, farmers, hunter-gatherers, 
Skara Brae, Orkney Islands, ruins, 
Nomadic, Neolithic, Stonehenge, 
monument, hill fort, Beaker people, wattle 
and daub, agriculture, weapons, tools, 
iron, copper, tin 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Calendar, worship, chronological order, 
timeline, conquer/conquest, law, myths, 
trade, economy, garrison, sacrifice, 
amulet, javelin, tunic, archaeologist, 
artefact, tablet, Boudicca, tribe, 
resistance, cavalry, Celts, centurion, 
dictatorship, gladiator, legion, republic, 
invasion, rebellion, gods, baths, citizen, 
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commemorative, Mander family, Wulfrun 
Centre, Grand Theatre 

empire, assassination, Latin, etymology, 
slave, toga 

Year Four Saxons and Vikings Education through time The Tudors 
Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Settlement, migration, push, pull, invasion, 
conquest, raiding, resistance, archaeology, 
evidence, nobles, warriors, raiders, 
explorers, traders, Veneral Bede, Sutton 
Hoo, Lindisfarne, longships, navy, army, 
roads, trade, laws, education, religion, 
Paganism, monasteries, monks, 
Christianity, clothes, brooches, urns, 
crosses, cooking pots, coins, spinning and 
weaving, food, music, leisure, oaths, 
wergild, jury, ordeals, Hengist, Horsa, 
Beowulf, Bretwalda, burhs 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Education, school, three ‘r’s, artefact, 
punishment book, dame school, ragged 
school, education law, segregation, civil 
rights, Romans, Victorians, tutors, 
workhouses 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Tudors, monarchs, Henry VIII, Edward VI, 
Jane Grey, Mary I, Elizabeth I, The War 
of the Roses, The Battle of Bosworth, 
House of Lancaster, House of York, Henry 
VII, Henry VIII, Catherine Parr, Catherine 
Howard, Anne of Cleves, Jane Seymour, 
Anne Boleyn, Catherine of Aragon, 
Religion, Catholic, Catholicism, Protestant, 
Protestantism, church, Pope Clement VII, 
Thomas Cromwell, Reformation, Church 
of England, Sir Thomas More, education, 
food, entertainment, clothing, rich, poor, 
poor laws, exploration, Sir Walter Raleigh, 
Sir Francis Drake, Spanish Armada 

Year Five The Mayan Civilization The Ancient Greeks The History of Canals and the 
Black Country 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Mayas, civilisation, Mesoamerican, culture, 
society, empire, bajos, cenotes, chultuns, 
rainforest, hieroglyphs, syllabogram, 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Ancient Greece, Classical Golden Age, 
Athens, Sparta, society, civilisation, BC, 
AD, city state, warfare, civilisation, 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, change, similarity, 
difference, compare, contrast, decades, 
source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Black Country, West Midlands, Industrial 
Revolution, Coal, Mining, Canals, Duke of 
Bridgwater, James Brindley, Thomas 
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logogram, codex, codices, cacoa, currency, 
exchange, Base 10, Base 20, vigesimal 
number system, farming, agriculture, 
maize, beans, squash, chili, cotton, Spirit 
Guardian, Copan Dynasty, Calendar 
Round, Tzolkin, Haab, God, religion, 
K’inich Ahau, Itzamna, Maize God, 
Kukulkan, Chaac, sacrifice, ritual, Popol 
Vuh, creation, Tepeu, Gucumatz, pitz, 
Chechen Itza, nobles, farmers, rulers, 
slaves, priests, merchants, peasants, 
warrior 

 

democracy, culture, laws, justice, statues, 
pottery, vases, soldiers, ships, gods and 
goddesses, rulers, writing, everyday life, 
religion, temple, theatre, theatre of 
Ephesus, Temple of Apollo at Delphi, 
Parthenon in Athens, archaeological site, 
infer, boys, girls, rich, poor, slaves, 
subjects, sports, alphabet, alpha, beta, 
phoenicians, government, democracy, 
oligarchy, rules, laws, vote, Downing Street, 
Parliament, Prime Minister, Olympics, 
games, events, religious significance, 
participants 

Telford, wharfs, cottages, bridges, 
engineers, barges, Golden Age, 
Canalmania, waterways, Staffordshire 
and Worcestershire Canal, toll house, 
locks, aqueducts, legging, education, 
health, working conditions, transportation, 
goods, lock/bridge keeper, toll collectors, 
navvies, engineers, factory owners, canal 
inspectors, crew, decline 

 

Year Six Exciting Egyptians World War 11 Migration 
Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Ancient Egyptian, civilisation, society, 
period, old, middle, ancient, modern, 
BC/AD, Kingdoms,Africa, Mediterranean 
sea, river Nile, river banks, source, mouth, 
farming, fertile, crops, irrigation, 
channels, flooding, calendar, Akhet, Peret, 
Shemu, shaduf, wealth, artefacts, deben, 
transport, trade, hieroglyphs, hieroglyphics, 

decode, translate, religion, Polytheism, 
Gods, Goddesses, Nu, Atum, Shu, 
Tefnut, Maat, Geb, Nut, Isis, Hathor, 
Osiris, Seth, Thoth, Nephthys, creation, 
afterlife, mummification, Canopic 
jars, Book of the dead, tomb, temple, 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Blitz, World War II, England, Germany, 
France, Italy, Japan, Slovakia, Hungary, 
Romania, Bulgaria, Australia, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, China, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Estonia, Greece, India, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, The Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Poland, South Africa,  
United States, USSR, Yugoslavia, world 
leaders, Churchill, Hitler, Hirohito, 
Mussolini, Roosevelt, Stalin, Allies, Axis, 
Coventry, London, Manchester, Liverpool, 
Birmingham, cities, bombing, evacuation, 
evacuee, host, gas mask, Kinder transport, 
women, land girls, mechanics, engineers, 

Past, present, before, now, modern, 
sequence, order, chronology, change, 
similarity, difference, compare, contrast, 
decades, source, eyewitness, account, source 
 
 
Migrant, immigration, emigration, 
migration, push, pull, war, famine, 
unemployment, education, healthcare, 
wages, salary, persecution, people of 
different nationalities e.g. Ireland, Irish, 
Afghanistan, Afghan, Syria, Syrians, 
starvation, potato famine, tenants, bailiff, 
eviction, Industrial Revolution, Windrush, 
Windrush generation, Commonwealth, 
racism, discrimination, music, food, art, 
political, social, cultural, religious, SS 
Empire Windrush 
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pyramid, embalming, Luxor, Valley of 
the Kings, Tutankhamun, shabtis, stone 
carvings, statues, archaeologist 

factories, WRVS volunteers, nurses, 
ambulance drivers, Home front, Home 
guard, soldiers, AVR wardens, army, air 
force, navy, Bevin boys, rationing 

 

 


